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Some tips before seeing the play… 
 
Taking notes 
Develop a system. Be discreet if taking notes during the performance. Write longer streams of 
thought during the interval or after the show. After all, you must see the production to comment on 
it! 
 
Check your facts  
Dates, times, venue. Make sure you spell the names of director, cast, crew, company etc., correctly. 
Get pronunciation of names correct if it is a spoken review. 
 
Play ‘v’ Production  
Distinguish between the material (the play) and the way it’s being told (the production). Remember 
theatre is a collective effort. A bad performance does not indicate a badly written play and vice 
versa.  
 
Fact /Feeling  
Distinguish between opinion and fact. It may be a fact that the actors spoke in low tones. It is an 
opinion that this added to the mystery of the play by drawing the audience to lean closer, or that it 
marred the evening as it was impossible to hear them. 
 
Language  
It’s not enough to say “it’s rubbish”, or “it’s good” or “it’s alright”. You must explain why. It is best 
to steer clear of “I think…” or “I believe…”. Be confident in your opinion. While humour is fine in 
places, it shouldn’t be the focus of your response. Whatever your writing or speaking style, 
remember to keep the review focused on the production. 
 
Content  
Though some context may have to be given, your review shouldn’t just tell the story of the show. 
It’s very important not to include spoilers that would ruin the play for potential viewers, such as a 
major plot twist or character revelation. 
 
Ultimately, people read reviews for one thing – Is the show worth seeing or not? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Criticism may not be 
agreeable, but it is 
necessary. It fulfils the same 
function as pain in the 
human body. It calls 
attention to an unhealthy 
state of things.”    
Winston Churchill 

	

“When the reviews are bad I 
tell my staff that they can 
join me as I cry all the way to 
the bank.”   
Liberace	

 
“A good drama critic is one 
who perceives what is 
happening in the theatre of 
his time. A great drama critic 
also perceives what is not 
happening.”  
Kenneth Tynan 

	



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Step 1 – Before the Performance 
 
Do your homework; you can research online or even contact the theatre or production 
company directly. 
 
Is it a new play? Is a script available? Who is the theatre company? What previous 
productions have they produced? Do they work within a particular genre/ style? Who is 
the writer? Who is the director? What previous work have they written or directed?  

Step 3 – After the Performance 
 
Questions, questions, questions…? 
 
Did this production achieve what it set out to do? Did you believe it? Were you moved in 
any way? Why? How did the audience respond? Why? 
 
Was there a strong beginning/ending? Was there a rhythm to the performance? How was 
the pacing? What was the casting like? 
 
Did the actors know what they were doing? And did they do it well? What was the direction 
like? Was the stage used well? Were exits, entrances and scene changes smooth? Were 
costume, sets, lighting, sound, music appropriate to the play /production? Were there 
symbolic elements to any of the above? Was there anything of interest that specifically 
struck you? 
 
This is by no means an exhaustive list. Questions, questions, questions… 
 

Step 2 – During the Performance 
 

• Stay awake! 

• Focus! 

• Listen, watch, observe 

• Take notes 

• Be aware of wider audience reactions 
 
Remember, be discreet when taking notes, the actors can see you too! 

Step 4 – Reviewing the Performance 
 
Describe the performance without opinion. This will help focus you and your readers on 
exactly what you have seen. 
 
Analyse the various elements that went into this performance: script, direction, acting, 
sound, lighting, set, costume etc. What worked? What didn’t work? Why? 
 
There may also be room for context. Why is this play being staged now? What were the 
themes? What relevance does the play have to this audience, at this time? What is the 
production company trying to communicate? What is the writer trying to communicate? 
 
Include some facts. Name those involved, the production company, venues, etc. 
 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 4 


